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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 

FOR THE EASTERN DISTRICT OF MICHIGAN 
SOUTHERN DIVISION 

 
IN RE: AUTOMOTIVE PARTS 
ANTITRUST LITIGATION 
 

: 
: 
: 

 
Master File No. 12-md-02311 
 

 
PRODUCT(S): 
 
AUTOMOTIVE WIRE HARNESSES 
HEATER CONTROL PANELS 
BEARINGS 
ANTI-VIBRATION RUBBER PARTS 
WINDSHIELD WIPERS 
RADIATORS 
STARTERS 
AUTOMOTIVE LAMPS 
IGNITION COILS 
HID BALLASTS 
ELECTRONIC POWERED STEERING 
ASSEMBLIES 
FAN MOTORS 
FUEL INJECTION SYSTEMS 
POWER WINDOW MOTORS 
VALVE TIMING CONTROL DEVICES 
WINDSHIELD WASHERS 
CONSTANT VELOCITY JOINT BOOT PRODUCTS 
SPARK PLUGS 
SHOCK ABSORBERS 
BODY SEALING PRODUCTS 
INTERIOR TRIM 
BRAKE HOSES 
EXHAUST SYSTEMS 
CERAMIC SUBSTRATES 
MINIMODULES 
SIDE DOOR LATCHES 
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2:12-cv-00102 
2:12-cv-00402 
2:12-cv-00502 
2:13-cv-00802 
2:13-cv-00902 
2:13-cv-01002 
2:13-cv-01102 
2:12-cv-01202 
2:13-cv-01402 
2:12-cv-01702 
2:13-cv-01902 
2:13-cv-02102 
2:13-cv-02202 
2:13-cv-02302 
2:13-cv-02502 
2:13-cv-02802 
2:14-cv-02902 
2:15-cv-03002 
2:16-cv-03302 
2:16-cv-03402 
2:16-cv-03502 
2:16-cv-03602 
2:16-cv-03702 
2:16-cv-03802 
2:17-cv-04302 
2:17-cv-13005 

 
This Document Relates to: 
 
ALL DEALERSHIP ACTIONS 
 

: 
: 
: 
: 

 
Hon. Marianne O. Battani 

 
DECLARATION OF CHARLES BARRETT 

CONCERNING TIME AND EXPENSES INCURRED BY 
NEAL & HARWELL, PLC 
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I, Charles Barrett, declare as follows: 
 

1. I am a partner at the law firm of Neal & Harwell, PLC and am currenly Interim 

Co-Lead Class Counsel for the Indirect Purchaser Automobile Dealer Plaintiffs (“Dealership 

Plaintiffs”).  I submit this declaration in support of Interim Co-Lead Class Counsel for the 

Auto Dealers’ motion for an award of attorneys’ fees and expenses in connection with the 

services rendered, and costs and expenses incurred, in the cases listed above and for which 

settlements have been presented for final approval. (“the Actions”). 

2. I have personal knowledge of the matters set forth herein, and if called upon to 

testify thereto, could do so competently. I make this declaration pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1746. 

3. My firm has represented the Indirect Purchaser Automobile Dealer Plaintiffs 

(“Dealership Plaintiffs”) in the Actions on a contingent basis. During this time, my firm has 

been involved in various aspects of the following activities and anticipates being involved in 

future activities necessary to represent the interests of the Dealership Plaintiffs through the 

conclusion of this multi-district litigation:  

• Claim investigation, legal and factual research, and client communications; 
• Preparation of pleadings, motions and supporting briefs, and legal research; 
• Preparing and responding to written discovery requests, including depositions; 
• Gathering and producing documents requested by Defendants; 
• Litigation strategy and analysis (meetings, conference calls, misc. strategy); 
• Expert analysis and opinions; 
• Class certification; 
• Trial preparation;  
• Preparation for and court appearances; 
• Appeals to the Special Master; 
• Management and administration;  
• Settlement and settlement negotiations; and 
• Travel related to the above tasks. 
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4. Attached to this Declaration as Exhibit 1 is a summary of the time spent by my 

firm’s attorneys and professional staff who have been involved in these Actions, and the 

lodestar calculation based on my firm’s current billing rates, from the inception of the cases 

through June 30, 2018.  The summary was prepared at my request from contemporaneous 

time records regularly prepared and maintained by my firm.  Those records are an accurate 

reflection of the time spent to advance the interests of the Dealership Plaintiffs and have been 

supplied to Interim Co-Lead Class Counsel pursuant to the billing and expense practices they 

established at the outset of this litigation. 

5. The lodestar amount listed in Exhibit 1 represents work assigned by Interim 

Co-Lead Class Counsel, and was performed by attorneys and professional staff at my firm for 

the benefit of the Dealership Plaintiffs who are settlement class members in the Actions.  As 

required by the Court and Interim Co-Lead Class Counsel, my firm worked hard to be efficient 

and to avoid duplication of time and effort in this litigation.  The lodestar listed in Exhibit 1 

includes time spent on cases in this MDL litigation that involve a part for which a settlement 

has been reached and submitted to the Court for approval.   

6. The hourly rates for the attorneys and professional staff in my firm reflected in 

Exhibit 1 are the usual and customary hourly rates charged by Neal & Harwell, PLC in similar 

complex class action matters and are similar to rates approved for our work by other courts.   

7. My firm has expended a total of $29,932.37 in costs and expenses in connection 

with the prosecution of the Actions from the inception of the litigation through June 30, 2018.  

My firm advanced these costs with no guarantee that the costs would be repaid.  My firm 

undertook this risk to represent and benefit the Dealership Plaintiffs who are settlement class 
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members in the Actions.  The costs and expenses set forth in the schedule attached to this 

declaration as Exhibit 2 are reflected on the books and records of my firm.  They were incurred 

by my firm on behalf of Dealership Plaintiffs in the Actions. 

8. My firm also paid assessments to a litigation fund maintained by Interim Co-

Lead Class Counsel.  Those assessments are not reflected in Exhibit 2 and will be submitted 

to the Court in a separate declaration.    

9. The total number of hours my firm has spent representing Dealership Plaintiffs 

in the Actions from inception through June 30, 2018 is 1115.45 hours.  The total lodestar for 

my firm for this period using current hourly billing rates is $359,623.75. 

I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the United States that the foregoing 

is true and correct. 

Executed on July 26, 2018 in Nashville, Tennessee. 

 

      s/Charles Barrett    
      CHARLES BARRETT 
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EXHIBIT 1 
 

IN RE: AUTOMOTIVE PARTS ANTITRUST LITIGATION TIME REPORT 
 
Firm Name: Neal & Harwell, PLC 
Reporting Period: Inception – June 30, 2018 
 

PROFESSIONAL STATUS TOTAL 
HOURS 

CURRENT 
HOURLY 

RATE 

TOTAL 
LODESTAR* 

Charles Barrett P 490.90 $425.00 $208,632.50 
Elizabeth Tipping P 73.95 $375.00 $27,731.25 
Jeffrey Gibson P 2.00 $325.00 $650.00 
Blind Akrawi P 94.50 $300.00 $28,350.00 
Megan Deardorff A 67.00 $300.00 $20,100.00 
William J. Harbison II A 200.85 $225.00 $45,191.25 
Jeffrey Zager A 67.00 $225.00 $15,075.00 
Marie Scott A 9.50 $225.00 $2,137.50 
Mariam Stockton A 6.25 $225.00 $1,406.25 
Dawn Garrison PL 103.50 $100.00 $10,350.00 

TOTALS  1115.45  $359,623.75 
 
Partner (P) 
Associate (A) 
Paralegal (PL) 
Legal Administrative Assistant (LAA) 
 

*Lodestar calculated based on current hourly rates. 
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EXHIBIT 2 

IN RE: AUTOMOTIVE PARTS ANTITRUST LITIGATION 

Expenses 

Firm Name: Neal & Harwell, PLC 
Reporting Period: Inception – June 30, 2018 

 

EXPENSE AMOUNT 

Federal Express, Local Courier, etc. $2,094.26 

Postage Charges $64.26 

Facsimile Charges $ 

Long Distance $ 

In-House Photocopying $ 

Outside Photocopying $222.76 

Travel (Transportation, lodging, meals, etc.) $22,957.49 

Court Fees (filing, etc.) $ 

Professional Fees (expert/investigators, etc.) $ 

Witness/Service Fees $ 

Court Reporter/Transcripts $ 

Computer Research $ 

Miscellaneous (describe) $4,593.60 

  

                                                                             TOTAL $29,932.37 
 

 

Case 2:12-cv-00102-MOB-MKM   ECF No. 564   filed 08/27/18    PageID.20136    Page 13 of 55



1 
 

 
IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 

FOR THE EASTERN DISTRICT OF MICHIGAN 
SOUTHERN DIVISION 

 
IN RE: AUTOMOTIVE PARTS 
ANTITRUST LITIGATION 
 

: 
: 
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Master File No. 12-md-02311 
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This Document Relates to: 
 
ALL DEALERSHIP ACTIONS 
 

: 
: 
: 
: 

 
Hon. Marianne O. Battani 

 
DECLARATION OF BRIAN HERRINGTON 

CONCERNING TIME AND EXPENSES INCURRED BY HERRINGTON LAW, 
P.A. 
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I, Brian Herrington, declare as follows: 
 

1. I am a partner at the law firm of Herrington Law P.A. I submit this 

declaration in support of Interim Co-Lead Class Counsel for the Auto Dealers’ motion for 

an award of attorneys’ fees and expenses in connection with the services rendered, and costs 

and expenses incurred, in the cases listed above and for which settlements have been 

presented for final approval. (“the Actions”). 

2. My firm has represented the Indirect Purchaser Automobile Dealer Plaintiffs 

(“Dealership Plaintiffs”) in the Actions on a contingent basis. During this time, my firm has 

been involved in various aspects of the following activities and anticipates being involved in 

future activities necessary to represent the interests of the Dealership Plaintiffs through the 

conclusion of this multi-district litigation:  

• Claim investigation, legal and factual research, and client communications; 
• Preparation of pleadings, motions and supporting briefs, and legal research; 
• Preparing and responding to written discovery requests, including depositions; 
• Gathering and producing documents requested by Defendants; 
• Litigation strategy and analysis (meetings, conference calls, misc. strategy); 
• Expert analysis and opinions; 
• Class certification; 
• Trial preparation;  
• Preparation for and court appearances; 
• Appeals to the Special Master; 
• Management and administration;  
• Settlement and settlement negotiations; and 
• Travel related to the above tasks. 

 
3. Attached to this Declaration as Exhibit 1 is a summary of the time spent by 

my firm’s attorneys and professional staff who have been involved in these Actions, and the 

lodestar calculation based on my firm’s current billing rates, from the inception of the cases 
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through June 30, 2018.  The summary was prepared at my request from contemporaneous 

time records regularly prepared and maintained by my firm.  Those records are an accurate 

reflection of the time spent to advance the interests of the Dealership Plaintiffs and have 

been supplied to Interim Co-Lead Class Counsel pursuant to the billing and expense 

practices they established at the outset of this litigation. 

4. The lodestar amount listed in Exhibit 1 represents work assigned by Interim 

Co-Lead Class Counsel and was performed by attorneys and professional staff at my firm for 

the benefit of the Dealership Plaintiffs who are settlement class members in the Actions.  As 

required by the Court and Interim Co-Lead Class Counsel, my firm worked hard to be 

efficient and to avoid duplication of time and effort in this litigation.  The lodestar listed in 

Exhibit 1 includes time spent on cases in this MDL litigation that involve a part for which a 

settlement has been reached and submitted to the Court for approval.   

5. The hourly rates for the attorneys and professional staff in my firm reflected 

in Exhibit 1 are the usual and customary hourly rates charged by Herrington Law P.A. in 

similar complex class action matters and are similar to rates approved for our work by other 

courts.   

6. My firm has expended a total of $33,533.41 in costs and expenses in 

connection with the prosecution of the Actions from the inception of the litigation through 

June 30, 2018.  My firm advanced these costs with no guarantee that the costs would be 

repaid.  My firm undertook this risk to represent and benefit the Dealership Plaintiffs who 

are settlement class members in the Actions.  The costs and expenses set forth in the 
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schedule attached to this declaration as Exhibit 2 are reflected on the books and records of 

my firm.  They were incurred by my firm on behalf of Dealership Plaintiffs in the Actions. 

7. The total number of hours my firm has spent representing Dealership 

Plaintiffs in the Actions from inception through June 30, 2018 is 1,431.30 hours.  The total 

lodestar for my firm for this period using current hourly billing rates is $822,997.50. 

I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the United States that the 

foregoing is true and correct. 

Executed this the 1st day of August, 2018 in Jackson, MS. 

   

            
      Brian Herrington 
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EXHIBIT 1 
 

IN RE: AUTOMOTIVE PARTS ANTITRUST LITIGATION TIME REPORT 
 
Firm Name: HERRINGTON LAW P.A. 
Reporting Period: Inception – June 30, 2018 
 

PROFESSIONAL STATUS TOTAL 
HOURS 

CURRENT 
HOURLY 

RATE 

TOTAL 
LODESTAR* 

BRIAN HERRINGTON P 1,431.3 $575.00 $822,997.50 
 P  $ $ 
 P  $ $ 
 P   $ 
 A  $ $ 
 A  $ $ 
 PL  $ $ 
 PL  $ $ 
 PL  $ $ 
 LAA  $ $ 

TOTALS  1,431.3  $822,997.50 
 
Partner (P) 
Associate (A) 
Paralegal (PL) 
Legal Administrative Assistant (LAA) 
 

*Lodestar calculated based on current hourly rates. 
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EXHIBIT 2 

IN RE: AUTOMOTIVE PARTS ANTITRUST LITIGATION 

Expenses 

Firm Name: HERRINGTON LAW P.A. 
Reporting Period: Inception – June 30, 2018 

 

EXPENSE AMOUNT 

Federal Express, Local Courier, etc. $ 

Postage Charges $ 

Facsimile Charges $ 

Long Distance $ 

In-House Photocopying $ 

Outside Photocopying $ 

Travel (Transportation, lodging, meals, etc.) $33,533.41 

Court Fees (filing, etc.) $ 

Professional Fees (expert/investigators, etc.) $ 

Witness/Service Fees $ 

Court Reporter/Transcripts $ 

Computer Research $ 

Miscellaneous (Describe) $ 

                                                                             TOTAL $33,533.41 
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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 

FOR THE EASTERN DISTRICT OF MICHIGAN 
SOUTHERN DIVISION 

 
IN RE: AUTOMOTIVE PARTS 
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ASSOCIATES, P.A. 
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I, Pierce Gore, declare as follows: 
 

1. I am a partner at the law firm of Pratt and Associates, P.A. I submit this 

declaration in support of Interim Co-Lead Class Counsel for the Auto Dealers’ motion for 

an award of attorneys’ fees and expenses in connection with the services rendered, and costs 

and expenses incurred, in the cases listed above and for which settlements have been 

presented for final approval. (“the Actions”). 

2. My firm has represented the Indirect Purchaser Automobile Dealer Plaintiffs 

(“Dealership Plaintiffs”) in the Actions on a contingent basis. During this time, my firm has 

been involved in various aspects of the following activities and anticipates being involved in 

future activities necessary to represent the interests of the Dealership Plaintiffs through the 

conclusion of this multi-district litigation:  

• Claim investigation, legal and factual research, and client communications; 
• Preparation of pleadings, motions and supporting briefs, and legal research; 
• Preparing and responding to written discovery requests, including depositions; 
• Gathering and producing documents requested by Defendants; 
• Litigation strategy and analysis (meetings, conference calls, misc. strategy); 
• Expert analysis and opinions; 
• Class certification; 
• Trial preparation;  
• Preparation for and court appearances; 
• Appeals to the Special Master; 
• Management and administration;  
• Settlement and settlement negotiations; and 
• Travel related to the above tasks. 

 
3. Attached to this Declaration as Exhibit 1 is a summary of the time spent by 

my firm’s attorneys and professional staff who have been involved in these Actions, and the 
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lodestar calculation based on my firm’s current billing rates, from the inception of the cases 

through June 30, 2018.  The summary was prepared at my request from contemporaneous 

time records regularly prepared and maintained by my firm.  Those records are an accurate 

reflection of the time spent to advance the interests of the Dealership Plaintiffs and have 

been supplied to Interim Co-Lead Class Counsel pursuant to the billing and expense 

practices they established at the outset of this litigation. 

4. The lodestar amount listed in Exhibit 1 represents work assigned by Interim 

Co-Lead Class Counsel and was performed by attorneys and professional staff at my firm for 

the benefit of the Dealership Plaintiffs who are settlement class members in the Actions.  As 

required by the Court and Interim Co-Lead Class Counsel, my firm worked hard to be 

efficient and to avoid duplication of time and effort in this litigation.  The lodestar listed in 

Exhibit 1 includes time spent on cases in this MDL litigation that involve a part for which a 

settlement has been reached and submitted to the Court for approval.   

5. The hourly rates for the attorneys and professional staff in my firm reflected 

in Exhibit 1 are the usual and customary hourly rates charged by Pratt and Associates, P.A. 

in similar complex class action matters and are similar to rates approved for our work by 

other courts.   

6. The total number of hours my firm has spent representing Dealership 

Plaintiffs in the Actions from inception through June 30, 2018 is 413.7 hours.  The total 

lodestar for my firm for this period using current hourly billing rates is $351,645.00. 

I declare under pentalty of perjury under the laws of the United States that the                                   

foregoing is true and correct. 
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5 
 

EXHIBIT 1 
 

IN RE: AUTOMOTIVE PARTS ANTITRUST LITIGATION TIME REPORT 
 
Firm Name: PRATT AND ASSOCIATES, P.A. 
Reporting Period: Inception – June 30, 2018 
 

PROFESSIONAL STATUS TOTAL 
HOURS 

CURRENT 
HOURLY 

RATE 

TOTAL 
LODESTAR* 

Pierce Gore P 413.7 $850.00 $351,645.00 
 P    
 P    
 P    
 A    
 A    
 PL    
 PL    
 PL    
 LAA    

TOTALS    $351,645.00 
 
Partner (P) 
Associate (A) 
Paralegal (PL) 
Legal Administrative Assistant (LAA) 
 

*Lodestar calculated based on current hourly rates. 
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